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WHEN A BODY IS FOUND GROTESQUELY DISPLAYED IN A MONASTERY, THE YOUNG PRIOR
MATTHEW MUST FIND THE CULPRIT BEFORE AN INNOGENT IS HANGED FOR THE CRIME.

A year in the making, "Prig" is a period short film that will take
its audience into an eerie world full of mystery, darkness,
whispered secrets, and pain.

Producer Jeffrey Louis Salkilld of Verve Bee Mediq, together
with Executive Producers Shane McCormick, Bradley Ward of
Move Mountains Production, and Mike Archer of Old Lamp Films
made possible a high value production, with intricate costume
design, incredible locations, and high caliber performances.

Directed by Ronika Merl, this short film pulled together actors
from Australia, Scotland, Ireland and England - all converging
in London in April of 2023, after having been attached to the
project for nearly 8 months. Starring Mike Archer, Vivien
Taylor, Kevin Ryan, and Shane Robinson, the cast was given a
story that centers around a gruesome murder, unravelling their
relationships and laying bare all their prejudices and
preconceptions about their community.




"THE JOURNEY TOWARDS MAKING THIS SHORT FILM HAS BEEN
AMAZING. | HAVE NEVER WORKED ON A PROJECT THAT HAS HAD SO
MANY MOVING PARTS, SO MANY DEDICATED, HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL
PEOPLE, AND SUCH A HIGH PRODUCTION VALUE. THIS FELT LIKE WE
WERE MAKING SOMETHING AKIN TO THE LORD OF THE RINGS." -
DIRECTOR RONIKA MERL

Prig was conceived by Jeffrey and Ronika as a showcase of
what low budget filmmaking can do for even a more
complicated setting, such as 16th century England.

The costumes, which were created by Killian Theofilopoulos
were hand-stitched and upcycled, adding texture and richness
to the design of the film.




Due to the extensive time taken during the scripting and
rehearsal process, the actors had a chance to live with their
characters for a long time. This created a deep understanding
for the roles they were playing, and made the performances
incredibly layered.
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"| BELIEVE WE HAVE CRAFTED SOMETHING QUITE

SPECIAL. | FOUND THE CONCEPT TO BE FILLED WITH

INTRIGUE; SETTING OUR STORY IN QUITE A POLITICAL ”
AND RELIGIOUSLY TURBULENT TIME ADDS AN o s
INTERESTING DYNAMIC TO THE SITUATION. v -
WHAT APPEALED TO ME FROM THE OUTSET WAS

MATTHEW'S FATHERLY ATTITUDE TO HIS CHARGES;

HIS COMPASSION AND STRUGGLE TO KEEP THE

WOLVES AT BAY AND DO WHAT IS RIGHT IN THE FACE

OF MOUNTING 0DDS. | THINK THERE IS SOMETHING

PEOPLE CAN REALLY GET INVESTED IN." - MIKE

ARCHER, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER FOR OLD LAMP FILMS,

PLAYING "MATTHEW" MIKE ARCHER

MATTHEW




"WORKING ON PRIG WAS A HIGHLY REWARDING
EXPERIENCE AS | LOVED PLAYING ELIZABETH. SHE WAS
FEISTY AND RATHER COMPLICATED, WHICH FOR ME AS
AN ACTRESS, IS ALWAYS A DREAM ROLE TO PLAY AS |
COULD REALLY DELVE INTO HER BRAIN AND EXPLORE
WHAT MADE HER TICK. WORKING WITH THE FANTASTIC
SCREENWRITER AND DIRECTOR, RONIKA MERL WAS
ALSO A POWERFUL EXPERIENCE AS SHE HAD MAGICAL
METHODS OF GETTING ALL OF US ACTORS INTO THE
CHARACTERS MINDSETS AND REALLY KNEW HOW TO
GET THE BEST OUT OF US ALL. AFTER THE SHOOT |
REALLY FELT THAT | HAD "ACTED MY SOCKS OFF' AND
THAT WAS A WONDERFUL FEELING. ALL OF THE CAST
AND CREW WERE A PLEASURE TO WORK WITH AND |
THINK THAT WE CREATED SOMETHING  SPECIAL
TOGETHER." - VIVIEN TAYLOR, PLAYING "ELIZABETH"
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"THERE WAS SUCH A RICH COMBINATION
OF ENERGY POSITIVITY & TALENT FROM
THE DIRECTOR CAST & CREW PROUD TO
BE PART OF SUCH AN INCREDIBLE TEAM
& BEAUTIFUL FILM - IT JUST SHOWS
THAT MAGIC DOES HAPPEN!" - KEVIN
RYAN, PLAYING "BARTHOLOMEW"
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SHANE ROBINSON

HENRY
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KEVIN RYAN

BARTHOLOMEW

"HENRY IS SUCH A  COMPLEX
CHARACTER, THANKFULLY HAVING
SUCH AN OPEN AND TRUSTING CAST
AND CREW MADE THE POSSIBILITY OF
DISCOVERY A VERY REWARDING
PROCESS. THEY CREATED A SAFE
SPACE TO SHOW A VULNERABLE SIDE
T0 THE CHARACTER IN THIS VERY
NUANCED STORY." - SHANE ROBINSON,
PLAYING "HENRY"
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